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Good evening!  

 

It is very sweet indeed to welcome all of you to the 2010 Oak Park Temple and 
Glasser Preschool silent auction event, How Sweet It Is! 

The past year has been an eventful one for our community. We saluted our be-
loved Rabbi Gary Gerson as he took Emeritus status -- although happily he and 
his wife, Dr. Carol Gerson, are still very much a part of our Temple.  We also wel-
comed our congregation’s new spiritual leader, Rabbi Max Weiss, and his won-
derful family.  We are grateful for the energy and sense of community that Rabbi 
Weiss has brought us, and it has been a pleasure getting to know him. 

This past year has also been a time during which the nation’s terrible economic 
downturn has left its mark on our congregants individually and on our congrega-
tion as a whole.  In short, from a financial perspective, this has not been an easy 
year for our congregation. 

With that reality in mind, we remind you that the bi-annual silent auction is Oak 
Park Temple’s single biggest fundraising event.  The proceeds from this evening 
are split equally between the Temple and Glasser Preschool, and go directly into 
their operating budgets.  In short, we rely on this event to help us maintain our 
flexible dues structure and low tuition rates in these difficult times.  So, while you 
are indulging in our delectable dessert buffet, raising a glass with dear friends, 
dancing to the music of the Becca Kaufman Orchestra and bidding on our fabu-
lous prizes, know that your presence here tonight directly benefits our temple and 
our preschool.  We could not do everything that we do without your help!  So, 
please, have fun, indulge your sweet tooth and be generous in your bidding se-
cure in the knowledge that it is all for a good cause. 

An event such as this cannot happen without support from countless individuals 
and businesses in our community.  Many volunteers from the congregation and 
the preschool have donated their time and their expertise to make this evening a 
success.  Let’s give them our heartfelt thanks.  Many local businesses offered 
their support with auction items, advertisements and in-kind donations.  We ask 
that you give these businesses your patronage, as they have shown themselves 
to be friends of Oak Park Temple.  And lastly, let us all thank our Temple staff, 
who work so hard to make our congregation a “home sweet home.” 

On behalf of the Oak Park Temple and Glasser Preschool Boards, and the entire 
event committee, we thank you again for coming this evening and we hope that 
you have a delightful time! 

 

Emily Paster and Amy Goodman 

Event Co-Chairs 
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OUR MISSIONS 

 

Oak Park Temple B’nai Abraham Zion 

 

Oak Park Temple B’nai Abraham Zion is a Reform Jewish congregation in the 
service of God. A Temple community is provided in which each member can join 
with others to pray, study and practice Torah, Jewish religion, culture, and        
tradition. We respond to universal human needs, promote and support the        
religious, spiritual, moral, educational, and social development of our members 
and their families. 

 

Our Reform Jewish commitment requires that we be of service to our community. 
The Temple is resolute in promoting and safeguarding the rights and well-being 
of all humanity. As part of that commitment, we support the State of Israel and 
encourage the freedom of Jews throughout the world. 

 

Beatrice and Morris Glasser Preschool 

 

The mission of the Beatrice and Morris Glasser Preschool is to provide an     
educational foundation for young children including teachings of Judaism as   
embraced by Oak Park Temple B’Nai Abraham Zion.  Glasser Preschool         
promotes each child’s physical, emotional, educational, ethical and social growth.  
The curriculum is designed around the concept that children learn through play.  
The classroom environment encourages children to make choices, develop a 
positive self-concept, and promote learning through experimentation and      
problem-solving.  Glasser Preschool enchances the Oak Park Temple community 
by providing religious, educational and social support for families with young  
children.  Glasser Preschool welcomes all children regardless of religious         
affiliation, and strives to promote acceptance and understanding of the benefits 
of diversity. 
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Oak Park Temple Staff 
 
Rabbi:      Max Weiss 

Rabbi Emeritus:      Gary S. Gerson 

Cantor:      Julie Yugend-Green 

Temple Administrator:    Danielle Sandler 

Temple Educator:    Robin Arbetman 

Preschool Director:    Marci Sperling Flynn 

Senior Youth Group Advisor:   David Cohn 

Temple Administrative Staff:   Alene Goren-Taylor 

      Cindy Evans 

 Ellen Cope 
 

Temple Officers  
President:      Lauren Levrant 
Executive Vice President:    Jeff Blaine 
Finance Vice President:   John Brofman 
Vice President without Portfolio:  Amy Pokras 
Building Vice President:   Sandy Glazer 
Treasurer:      Steve Baskin 
Secretary:      Ed Pont 
 

Glasser Preschool Executive Board  
 

Co-Chairs:     Jennifer Mistak, Emily Paster 

Treasurer:      Debbie McCann 

Secretary:      Deb Wellek Wolkstein 

Social/Fundraising:    Marta Segal Block  

Nominating:     Erin Taback 

Ozerim:     Tammy Travis 

Grocery Certificate:   Danielle Locke 

Room Parent Liaison:   Rowena Abrahams 

Members at Large:   Courtney Abrams, Rebecca Bromet, Julie 
  Halperin, Julie Kantor   � � � ��
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Silent Auction Committee & Event Volunteers 
 

Chairpersons:      Emily Paster 

                            Amy Goodman      

 

Committee Chairs 

Auction:      Marta Segal Block 

Food & Beverage:    Barbara Rosinsky 

Invitations/Public Relations:    Deb Wellek Wolkstein and Rowena Abrahams 

Bid Book:       Tammy Travis 

Room & Decorations:    Erin Taback and Naomi Levy 

Preschool Photos:     Johnah Fine 

 

  

Committee Members:   Daniel Block 

      Avra Cohn 

      Rebekah Cowing 

      Jennifer Fitch 

      Josh Goldman 

      Barbara Gordon 

      Sander Greenberg 

      Kim Hassenfeld 

      Patty Jacobs 

      Julie Kantor 

      Janet Kelenson 

      Jamie Klobuchar 

      Kim Kramer 

      Nancy Lynn 

      Debbie McCann 

      Jennifer Mistak 

      Sharry Nicholas 

      Julie Sacks 
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      Steve Sacks 

      Jennifer Singer 

      Annika Rothbaum 

      Mike Walsh 

      Melanie Weiss 

 

In-Kind Contributors:   Andy Rothbaum and Byron Wines 

      American Legal Forms 

      Becca Kaufman Orchestra 

      Eli’s Cheesecake 

      Ferrara Pan Candy Co. 

      Dr. Naomi Levy 

      Marion Street Cheese Market 

      Nancy Ortenberg 

      Pastries So Tasty 

      Kaye Pomerance 

      Lois Tiemann 

      Norm Wright 

 

ATTENTION PRESCHOOL PARENTS  
 

So, you think that your kid is cute? 

Well, we have the pictures to prove it! 

Look around tonight for a professional photograph of your child! 

 

Before you check out and claim your auction items, 

Don’t forget to buy your Glasser Preschool student’s photo. 

All photos come matted and ready for framing. 

Each photo is only $20.00. 

Photography by Diane Black 

708-681-0029 

Website: www.dianeblackphotography.com 

Donated by Diane Black 
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Silent Auction Rules 
 

 

 

Bidding  
 
 
Bidding begins at 7:30 p.m. 

 

To bid, write your name and the amount of your bid on the first available line on 
the bid sheet for the item on which you are bidding. All raises should be in whole 
dollar increments according to the minimum raise shown on the bid sheet. Please 
note next to your bid if you have chosen expedited check out. 

 

If you are a two-last-name couple, please use the last name indicated on your 
bid file. You’ll be told which one it is when you check in! 

 

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY! 

 

Do not forget to return and check your bid periodically as others may be bidding 
against you.   An announcement will be made prior to the closing of each auction 
table. 

 

This year we are introducing something new:  The Guaranteed Winning Bid!     
No more standing in line or hovering over the auction items you desperately 
want. You can bypass a bidding war if you are willing to pay top dollar for an 
item! It’s that easy! 

 

Here’s how it works: all items in the Silent Auction are open to bidding. Each 
item, however, will also list a “Guaranteed Winning Bid” that is set above the 
value of the item. Guaranteed Winning Bids may be made at any time prior to the 
time of a section’s closing. A “Guaranteed Winning Bid” ends all bidding and 
guarantees the sale of that item to the “Guaranteed” bidder. If no one chooses to 
be the Guaranteed Purchaser, the last highest valid bid at the closing will be the 
successful bidder. 
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Checking Out  
 
 
You may choose expedited check out by filling out a credit card form when you 
check in so that you do not have to go through the check out process.  This 
means that when the winners are announced, you may simply pick up your win-
nings and leave! Your total will be calculated and the Temple office will run your 
credit card. A listing of your winning items with the amount paid for each will be 
mailed to you for your records. 

 

If you prefer not to use the expedited check out procedures, you must present a 
payment to one of the cashiers. Cashiers will begin receiving payments after all 
of the winners have been tabulated.  Payments must be made in full on the eve-
ning of January 23, 2010. 

• Cash, Personal Checks, Visa and Mastercard will be accepted. 

• Please make all checks payable to Oak Park Temple. 

• All Sales are final 

 

All available auction items are to be picked up on the night of the auction. 

 

Values listed with the auction items reflect the donors’ estimates. 

 

The amount of your tax deductible contribution is the difference between the 
stated value of the item and the amount you paid for it, assuming that you paid 
more than the stated value. 

 

We highly encourage our guests to enthusiastically support our donors’ and ad-
vertisers' establishments.  Please thank these businesses for their contributions 
the next time you patronize them, to help them know how much their generosity 
is appreciated. 

 

Any questions on an item? 

 

Marta Segal Block will be happy to help you! 
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Thanks to our  

wonderful pre-school community  
 from 

your friendly local mohel (mohelet) 
and  

Rebbitzin Emeritus  
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BECKY BROFMAN 

529 N. HARVEY AVE. 

OAK PARK, IL  60302 

P:  708.848.8993 

F:  708.848.7953 

 

bbrofman@ameritech.net 
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Graphic Design & Illustration 

 

630-851-3480 

mary_brachle@hotmail.com 
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